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quently taken back, and a good many troops were
landed by 'plane on the beach at Schevening. Some of
them came across the frontier in armoured cars painted
with the Dutch colours. The most effective betrayal
was the capture of the Moerdyk bridge across the
Hollandsch Diep. It was well defended as it was an
extremely important line of communication into the
heart of Holland. Somehow the Germans were landed
on the south side of the bridge dressed in Dutch uniform
and in Dutch cars. They managed to persuade the
garrison of the bridge that they brought orders from
Dutch headquarters that they should withdraw to a point
farther south. The whole garrison left without firing a
shot and the Germans took possession of the bridge.
When headquarters learnt of this they ordered the garri-
son of 200 to go straight back and recapture the bridge ;
all were killed trying to rush the guns of their own
fort.
By Saturday a French armoured division had arrived
and was asked to retake the bridge, otherwise the
road would be open to German mechanized divisions.
According to the Dutch High Command it should have
been an easy task for a few tanks. General Giraud
realized the importance of retaking it, and gave an order
accordingly, but for some reason it was never carried
out. The bridge was not even blown up. Finally the
German armoured divisions arrived and poured over this
bridge, into Belgium and on to France. If that bridge
could have been held it is possible that the German
advance would have been delayed for sufficient time for